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 Introduction  
Cambridge High School is proud to partner with Black Hawk East Community College to create 
a dual credit program that challenges students within agriculture. The following handbook was 
developed to educate students on the opportunities for dual credit students and the procceguers to 
begin and maintain your experience as a dual credit student. Through our partnership we are 
excited to show students the excellent education they can receive from local instructors which 
are motivated, enthusiastic, and driven.  
 
What is Dual Credit?  
Dual Credit is a term used for students who are enrolled in courses that grants them credit toward 
both high school graduation and credit toward a college degree. Black Hawk College provides 
opportunities for high school students within the district to take college- level courses prior to 
graduating from high school. These opportunities are widely known and state supported as dual 
credit courses. Black Hawk College offers these opportunities in partnership with Cambridge 
High School in response to the educational needs that has been identified for students who have 
expressed interest in a future career in agriculture.  
 
The Dual Credit Advantage  
● Academics: When enrolled as a dual credit student, you have the opportunity for a high 
level of learning. As a dual credit student, you take on a challenge from a wide range of 
course options.  
● Financial: Costs of college coursework is reduced with discounted dual credit tuition rate.  
● Resources: Dual credit students are given the resources available at both academic 
campuses to give them the best opportunity for success.  
● Preparation: The amount of time to finish a college degree is advanced when students 
begin college coursework in high school. This can also allow them to focus on higher 
level college courses once fully enrolled in college.  
 
Dual Credit Program Philosophies and Goals  
Three Circle Model  
We believe that students will become educated and responsible 
through development of the three circle model of Agricultural 
Education. Our program is designed with the student in mind. 
Within the classroom students participate in classroom discussion, 
lectures, and hands on experience in the shop, greenhouse, and lab. 
Students will leave the classroom with a diverse knowledge base 
and skill set. These skills will be learned in the classroom; but will 
be perfected through participation in FFA activities. The FFA 
organization develops members’ potential to become the future of 
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 agriculture. All members within the FFA chapter have the opportunity to participate in leadership 
conferences, Career Develop Events, and community service activities. It is our goal that 
students take what they learn within the classroom and apply it to their participation. Each 
student enrolled in an agriculture class is required to start a SAE project to give them hands on 
experience outside the classroom. 
Black Hawk East Vision   
Total accessibility, quality instructional programs, student-centered services, and strategic 
alliances position Black Hawk College as the preferred choice for education and training.  
 
Dual Credit Goals  
Goal #1: ​ Offer academically challenging classes that are articulated and seamlessly transfer to 
other institutions so that students can make use of the courses toward a degree plan. 
Goal #2: ​ Assist each dual credit student in establishing a career plan that showcases how their 
experiences in dual credit classes transfer to their college major and future career. 
Goal #3: ​ Utilize services and resources offered at Black Hawk East to enhance the student 
experience and elevate their experience in and out of the classroom.  
 
CHS Dual Credit Program Requirements 
1. Students must be highly motivated and ready to take on college level courses 
2. Junior or senior level high school student  
3. Responsibility to maintain the demands of the course  
4. Approval by both Mrs. Miller, school counselor and Mr. Reagan, school principal 










 Faculty  
Trenton Taber- Agriculture Instructor   
Mr. Trenton Taber was raised in Atkinson, IL around agriculture through 
his family’s cattle operation. His involvement in 4-H at a young age 
fostered a growing passion for agriculture.  He has a growing interest in 
advocating and education for the industry and showing students the 
endless opportunities in agriculture. Mr. Taber is a 2011 graduate of 
Geneseo High School, and was an integral part of the agricultural 
program there. Through active participation in the FFA, Mr. Taber 
sparked an interest in pursuing a career as an agriculture teacher and FFA advisor. He attended 
Western Illinois University in Macomb, IL and obtain his degree in Agricultural Education in 
2015. Mr. Taber completed an exceptional student teaching program experience at Newark 
Community High School and began teacher at Cambridge in 2015. The enthusiasm and 
excitement the Mr. Taber has for his career is shown through the success and dedication of his 
students.  
 
Lisa Miller- School Counselor  
Lisa Miller is a school counselor at Cambridge High School where she is also a coach and 
advisor for a youth leadership group. She graduated from Northern Illinois University and then 
Western Illinois University with her Masters in school counseling. She is a member and past 
president of the Black Hawk Area Chapter of the Illinois Counseling Association and currently 
serves on the Quad Cities Youth Conference Board. She has served on the WIU Student 
Advisory Committee for CACREP Re-accreditation, Black Hawk College Dual Credit Advisory 
Board, and Cambridge Youth Sports League Board. She has also been a site supervisor for 
several WIU practicum and internship students and has frequently been a guest lecturer in 
counselor education classes. She is a 4-H leader and Cambridge FFA Alumni President. She 
lives in Cambridge with her husband, Paul, who is the apprenticeship coordinator for Local 81 
and her daughter, Katie, who recently graduated from Black Hawk College East Campus and 
will be attending WIU Macomb this fall. In her spare time she enjoys travelling across the 









 Course Outline  
The course outline below showcases the roadmap for a student enrolled within agriculture 
classes at Cambridge High School. Each course showcases the CHS agriculture class as well as 

























 Cambridge High School Course Descriptions  
The Cambridge Jr. /Sr. High School Agricultural Education program 
believes that all students should be able to prosper and learn in the 
environment given. These students will find a wide range of courses 
offered to ensure that they can find information applicable to their futures 
by being offered courses from approved course pathway from the State of 
Illinois Board of Education. The pathway currently held at Cambridge is 
general ​Agricultural Science ​ and should allow every student opportunity 
to learn and grow within the classroom and community. 
Course Offerings: 
8​th​ Grade: ​Orientation to Agriculture  
Freshmen: ​Introduction to Agricultural Industry 
Sophomores and Juniors:  
- Animal Science  
- Horticulture Science and Production  
- Agricultural Power and Technology  




Orientation to Agriculture: ​This exploration course provides the opportunity to learn 
fundamental concepts in agriculture to serve as a foundation for future courses and to inform 
students about the industry that is so vital to society and to their future.  Major units of 
instruction include an introduction to the agricultural industry, animal science, plant science, 
horticulture science, environmental science, agricultural mechanics, and leadership and personal 
development.  
Introduction to the Agricultural Industry: ​ This course provides an opportunity for students to 
learn how the agricultural industry is organized; its major components; the economic influence 
of agriculture at state, national and international levels; and the scope and types of job 
opportunities in the agricultural field.  Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil 
science, horticulture, natural resources, agribusiness management, and agricultural mechanics, 
will be presented 
 
Animal Science: ​This orientation course builds on basic skills and knowledge gained in the 
Introduction to the Agricultural Industry course. This course will develop students’ 
understanding of the small and companion animal industry, animal anatomy and physiology, 
animal ethics and welfare issues, animal health, veterinary medicine, veterinary office practices, 
and animal services to humans.  Career exploration will focus on veterinarian, veterinary lab 
technicians, office lab assistant, small animal production, research lab assistant, and animal 
nutrition lab technician.  
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 Agricultural Mechanics and Technology: ​This course will concentrate on expanding students 
knowledge and experiences with agricultural mechanics technologies utilized in the agricultural 
industry.  Units of instruction included are: design, construction, fabrication, maintenance, 
welding, electricity/electronics, internal combustion engines, hydraulics, and employability 
skills. Careers of agricultural construction engineer, electrician, plumber, welder, equipment 
designer, parts manager, safety inspector, welder, and other related occupations will be 
examined. 
 
Agricultural Business and Communication: ​This course is designed to provide students with the 
knowledge and leadership experiences to help them to become successful in life and in the 
workplace.  Students will further enhance their potential for leadership development, personal 
growth, and career success. Students will analyze current agricultural issues and determine how 
they affect people on all sides of the issue.  The students then learn and enhance their written and 
oral communication skills by presenting their views and opinions to the class.  Students learn 
how to arrange and present debates, speeches, and interviews to be effective leaders in today’s 
society. 
 
Black Hawk East Course Descriptions  
Black Hawk East emphasize hands-on instruction in all coursework. Instructional labs are held 
off-site in many courses to keep learning connected to a changing industry. The course content is 
designed to To meet the demands of an ever-changing agriculture industry, Black Hawk College 
East Campus offers a variety of career and transfer programs to ensure students are prepared 
with advanced training. ​The following course descriptions were obtained from the Black Hawk 
East course catalog that can be accessed at: 
https://www.bhc.edu/academics/academic-resources/schedule-of-classes/ 
 
AG 285 Animal Science: ​4 cr. hrs.; 3 lecture hours; 2 lab hours per week. 
The application of the sciences of genetics, physiology, and nutrition to the improvement of the 
animal industries and an introduction to management and production practices. Includes animal 
breeds, breeding and selection; anatomy, physiology, nutrition, growth; environment, health and 
sanitation; products and marketing; production technology and economics; animal behavior; and 
current issues in animal science. IAI: AG 902 (1.1) 
 
HORT 294 Greenhouse Management: ​3 cr. hrs.; 2 lecture hours; 2 lab hours per week. 
Emphasis on greenhouse equipment, maintenance, installation and design. Special topics 
include: fertilizer injectors; pesticide spraying equipment; steam sterilization systems; and 
heating, cooling, and CO2 units. Methods of energy conservation in the greenhouse, crop 






 HORT 292 Greenhouse Crops: ​3 cr. hrs.; 2 lecture hours; 2 lab hours per week. 
Designed for study of major greenhouse crops normally produced in the fall/spring or year 
around. Light, water, fertilization, disease and insect control, use of chemical growth regulators, 
crop scheduling and cost accounting, and marketing theory are emphasized. (1.2) 
 
AG 287 Introductory Ag Mechanics: ​4 cr. hrs.; 3 lecture hours; 2 lab hours per week. 
An introduction to agricultural power and machinery, agricultural electrification and 
applications, agricultural structures, and soil and water conservation. IAI: AG 906 (1.1) 
 
AG 281 Agricultural Economics: ​4 cr. hrs.; 4 lecture hours; 0 lab hours per week. 
An introduction to the principles of economics including production principles; production costs, 
supply and revenue; profit maximization; consumption and demand; price elasticity; market 
price determination; and competitive versus noncompetitive market models. These principles are 
applied to agriculture and the role of agriculture in the United States and world economies. Other 
topics include a survey of the world food situation; natural, human and capital resources; 
commodity product marketing; and agricultural problems and policies. IAI: AG 901 (1.1) 
 
AG 280 Intro to Ag Education: ​ ​3 cr. hrs.;​ ​3 lecture hours; 0 lab hours per week. 
An overview of the agricultural occupations program from the vocational agriculture teacher’s 
role and responsibility in an educational system. Opportunities, methods of certification, and 


















Regular class attendance is an essential component of academic success. Regular classroom 
attendance is required for students to be able to participate fully in discussion and laboratory 
sessions and to seek clarification concerning newly presented materials. You must be in class in 
order to receive points for the day! As well as being in the classroom, the students must be 
engaged and active to receive points; this is the only way they will understand and be able to 
retain the material. 
 
Policy​- Depending on the amount of days you miss in the classroom, which is the amount of time 
you will have to complete the assignments missed. Example: If you miss two days, you will have 
two days after the missed date to turn in any missed work or take the missed exam. There will be 
a limit of up to FIVE days! 
 
Behavior  
The classroom will have to have a behavioral schedule which will be displayed in the classroom 
as to what the discipline steps are. 
First Occurrence- Verbal or written warning is given to the student. 
- This offense will determine how severe the warning will be. 
Second Occurrence- A detention will be given to the student (s).  
- This detention will be served after school on a day worked out with the administration.  
Third Occurrence- This will warrant parent notification and student being sent to administration. 
- This referral will then be left up to the administration on punishment of the action 
Academic Integrity  
At the beginning of each semester, each instructor will inform students about the College policy 
on cheating and plagiarism. Each student bears the ultimate responsibility for being aware of 
College policy, regardless of whether or not the faculty member has provided this information. 
Since it is the faculty member’s responsibility to assign grades, it is also his/her prerogative to 
determine what constitutes cheating or plagiarism in his/her classes. The faculty member 
determines the consequences for cheating or plagiarism. Unless that judgment can be shown to 
be either capricious, arbitrary or in bad faith, the faculty member’s judgment will stand. 
For example, if a student cheats or plagiarizes on a minor assignment or test, a faculty member 
could assign a grade F for that paper or test. If the student cheats again, he/she could receive and 
F or X for the course. If a student cheats or plagiarizes on a major assignment or test, a faculty 
member will often assign an F or X for the course and the case may be reported to the Student 
Disciplinary Committee. 
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 Definition of Plagiarism – Plagiarism may take any one of three forms: 
1. Passing off words and/or images of another as one’s own. 
2. Passing off the ideas of another as one’s own. 
3. Using the original organizational scheme or plot of another as one’s own. 
 
Grading Scale  
The college grade for dual credit classes will appear on the student’s Black Hawk College 
transcript. This will follow the student for the remainder of his/her college career. There is no 
way to remove classes from the student’s college transcript. 
 
Letter Grade Grade Point Value Percentage  
A 4 90-100 
B 3 80-89 
C 2 70-79 
D 1 60-69 





Black Hawk College library resources include print and online books, databases for magazines, 
journal and newspaper articles, and research tools to prepare information-based assignments. 
Access to these resources is provided 24/7 through the websites below and does require 
authentication from off-campus locations. Students need their myBlackHawk username and 
password to log in: http://bhc.libguides.com/eastLRC  
  
Academic Support Services  
For more information on tutoring services contact:  








 Career Services Center  
Dr. Bruce Storey 














East Campus Dual Credit Transfer/Career & Technical  
















 Dual Credit Student Checklist  
 
The following checklist comes is derived from the BHE dual credit handbook and highlights the 
step-by-step process of enrolling, registering, and preparing for courses. It is important that you 
communicate with both Mr. Taber and Mrs. Miller to complete each step.  
 
STEP 1:​ Apply online to Black Hawk College at ​www.bhc.edu 
 
STEP 2: ​Complete the Dual Credit Orientation online @ www.bhc.edu/dualorientation Two 
weeks after your application is processed you will receive your Black Hawk College ID number 
and your “myBlackHawk” username and password information in the mail. Keep this 
information in a safe place. You will need it for future reference. 
 
STEP 3: ​Obtain a dual credit registration form from high school counselor, Lisa Miller.  
 
STEP 4: ​ACT, SAT or Accuplacer placement test scores may be required for some 
classes. It is essential that you meet with Mrs. Miller to review all scores and develop a plan to 
take required tests.  
 
STEP 5: ​Return the completed registration form with required signatures to Mrs. Miller.  
Fall Due Date: May 1st  
Spring Due Date: December 1st  
 
STEP 6: ​Confirm Dual Credit enrollment by checking your myBlackHawk account BEFORE 
the beginning of the first day of college classes.  
 
STEP 7: ​Purchase the required books and materials. Refer to the course syllabus for specific 
details on what each course requires.  
 
STEP 8:​ Pay for your classes. All students will receive bills electronically through their 
myBlackHawk account. Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment students will also receive a paper copy by 
mail. 
- Payment can be made by cash or check on the Black Hawk College campus. 
- Payments can also be made online through your myBlackHawk account. 
 
STEP 9: ​Check your myBlackHawk email FREQUENTLY! MyBlackHawk is the 
communication portal for Black Hawk College. Important information will be emailed and 
shared with you through this site. Again, check it often! 
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